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OBSERVATIONS 


UPON THE 


AFFAIRS of IRELAND 
Examined and confuted, &c. 


HIS venerable old Nobleman is confident 
that the Popiſh religion may be made, 
not only innocent, but even moſt uſeful, 
to a Proteſtant government; but I am not per- 
ſuaded of this; I am perſuaded of quite the con- 
trary, and can, as I think, give undoubted reaſon 
for it. 

I doubt not of his Lordſhip's fincerity in what 
he advances; but men may be deceived; and we 
Proteſtants have too much here depending to 
venture upon any but inevitable certainty. lt is 
no part of the religion which he profeſſes, to en- 
courage an enquiry into the doctrines of it: it 
is, on the contrary, the very foundation of his 
Church to diſcourage to the utmoſt, every thing of 
this kind; and to make the man, without any 
ſearch or judgment of his own, take up implicitly 
with whatſoever his clergy ſhall declare. His 
Lordſhip therefore may be, and it ſhall hereafter 


be abundantly proved, that in this he really is 
Ignorant of his own religion: and it would there- 


fore 


[ 4 ] 


fore be an exceſs of folly in us to act upon & 
crude, in fact, fo unjuſt a repreſentation. 

Every one acquainted with the affairs of Ireland 
muſt know, that the greateſt part of the eſtates in 
it would be loſt to the Proteſtant poſſeſſors, it 
Popery ſhould prevail ; and every one acquainted 


with the nature of Popery, muſt be ſenſible, 


that both our liberties and lives would be greatly 
endangered, but that our religion mult be utterly 
| deſtroyed by it. A loſs fo horrible this latter, 
that every thing elſe is to be deſpiſed in compari- 
ſon of it; and we are under the moſt forceable ob- 
ligations that God or conſcience can lay upon us, 


to watch over it, to guard it with the greateſt 


care: and we may depend upon it, that if we 
will, either by our neglect or perverſion, permit it 


to be torn from us, our God will no more ſuffer - 


us to go unpuniſhed in this world, than he did his 
antient people the Jews; but make us as ſignal 


an example of his juſt vengeance as he did of 
them. 


For, inſtead of a rational and careful exami- 
nation of our religious principles, to have us given 
up entirely to an implicit faith in what the tea- 
chers, that is the intereſted clergy of this Church 
ed condition in the world, to fall into the moſt groſs 
ignorance of that, which ng 
the moſt excellent and honourable in 
man! Inſtead of building our faith upon the ſure 
word of God; to have nothing but the word of 
deceivable man for it! Inſtead of forming our re- 
ligion upon the pure and exalted ——_— 
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which the Scripture gives us of the Divine Being, 
and his ſervice; to take the whole of it from their 
breviaries, catechiſms, manuals of devotions, hiſ- 
tory of their ſaints, and their ſtatues and pictures ! 
Inſtead of having all our prayers in a 
underſtood by the people, and thereby fitted to 
work upon their underſtandings and affections, 
and make them fit for the bleſſings they implore ; 
to have all our public, and a great many of our 
private prayers too, in Latin, which they under- 
ſtand not ; and thereby, contrary to their true na- 
ture, to have them rendered a piece of nonſenſe 
and conjuration. 

Inſtead of elevating our fouls by this worſhip 
to the infinitely gracious and all-ſufficient Parent 
of all being; to debaſe ourſelves to the religious 
veneration of creatures, and ſuch creatures too as 
many of the Popiſh ſaints are! Inſtead of depend- 
ing upon the merits and mediation of the Son of 
God, our Redeemer, as ſufficient to procure to the 
truly penitent and reformed ſinner, the divine 
pardon and acceptance; to make theſe of the 
Saints not only profitable, but neceflary! Inſtead 
of believing that the intention of religion is to 
qualify us for our future happineſs, by rectifying 
and making pure our nature; to place the greater 
part of it in outward and worthleſs performances, 
ſuch as the hearing, or rather ſeeing, or being pre- 
ſent at the ſacrifice of the Mais, prieſtly abſolu- 
tions, indulgerces, Latin and unintelligible ſacra- 
ments, faſtings from fleſh meats, pilgrimages, 
whippings, the worſhiping ſuch a faint, and in ſuch 
a place, and before fuch an image, holy trinkets, 

the 
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the entering into ſuch and ſuch a religious frater- 


nity ; whereby we ſhall be entitled to all the me. 
rits of the brotherhood, both before and after us, 
the being of, or the loving ſuch a religious order, 
or the dying in the habit of it!“ 
Inſtead of making the benefit of the Sacraments 
in any meaſure to depend upon the worthineſs of 
the Receiver; to aſſert that the mere outward 
doing of the work will be ſufficient! Inſtead of 
believing the benefit of Chriſt's ordinances to be 
communicated to thoſe who worthily partake of 
them, to fix all upon the intention of the Prieft; 
ſo that a man receives no ſacrament, if the prieſt 
forgets, or is wicked enough not to intend it : and 
1s therefore neither baptiſed nor abſolved, unleſs 
the prieſt pleaſes, but is damned by his fault! 
Inſtead of affirming that all men are ſinners, who 
ſtand in-need of forgiveneſs for their own faults, 
and can only be ſaved by obtaining it; to aſſen 
that there are many wha do more than their duty, 
and 


® Pope Gregory N. faith, That St Francis obtained 
not die ill. And St Francis himſelf faith, that whoever loveth 
his order in his heart, how great a ſinner ſoever he was, ſhogld 
obtain mercy of God. Sacrar. St. Franc. p.6. And of King 
James the II. it is told, in a letter from a Jeſuit at Leige, 
be 


another at Friburgh that it could hardly with what 
gratitude this King received the news of his being made par- 
taker of all the merits of the Socicty (the bleſſed Society) « 
the Jeſuits. Theſe grand converters of all Infidels and Here 
tics to the only true Catholic and ſaving Religion, which how- 
ever, it ſeems, they underſtand ſo little of, that they have been 
drove out of Spain, Portugal, and France, as not to be endured 
even is ** couatries, for their impious doctrines and 
practices. 
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and do more than pay God for the happineſs of 
Heaven; and thereby leave a bank of merits be- 
hind them, for the uſe of the Church, and to be 
diſpoſed of by the Pope and Clergy to ſuch others 
as want, and will buy them. Inſtead of believ- 
ing, that when Chriſt atones for, and God forgives 
the grievous and mortal guilt of Sin, he will alſo 
pals over the venial and flighter ; to affirm that he 
will not, but will have full ſatisfaction made to 
his Juſtice for it ; either by Penance in this world, 
or by Purgatory in the next: that he will for 
theſe torment the ſoul of this man who dies in his 
favour and a ſtate of falvation; and with this 
ſhameful partiality too, that he will at once deli- 
ver from the tortures of this infernal priſon, and 
convey to his own unſpeakable happineſs in Hea- 
ven, the ſoul of the more wicked rich man, only 
becauſe he hath money enough, and poſſibly ill 
gotten, to buy an indulgence, or to pay for Maſſes 
to the Prieſt ; whilſt he leaves the more virtuous 
poor man to burn in theſe horrid torments for 
ages together, it may be, even to the day of judg- 
ment, and only becauſe he is moneyleſs, and 
moneyleſs becauſe honeſt. 

Inſtead of making us receive the ſpiritual bene- 
fits of the Euchariſt, by devoutly eating bread 
broken, ana drinking wine poured out, in remem- 
brance of Chriſt's body being broken, and his 
blood ſhed to the death, as an atonement for ſin, 
and an acknowledgment that we are redeemed 
thereby ; 00 render it neceſſary fur us to devour 
the very living body, blood, foul, and divinity of 
that God whom we adore ; which, beſides the 


needles 
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needleſneſs and horrid barbarity of the thing, de 
ſtroys all the proofs of Chriſtianity, and loads 
it with the greateſt abſurdities and impoſſibili- 
ties! 

Inſtead of believing that every Chriſtian king. 
dom is free, and in its own power; to ſubject 
them all to a foreign juriſdiction, which hath pro- 
ved an inſupportable yoke to every nation that 
would bear it, and was moſt eſpecially ſo to theſe | 
countries for five hundred years together! And | 
inſtead of taking the whole Chriſtian world for | 
our brethren, whoſe errors deſtroy not the hope | 
of ſalvation; to confine it all to the Church of 
Rome, which makes not a third part of it; to 
condemn all the reſt to eternal miſery in the next 
world, and to hatred, perſecution, and extirpation 
in this! 

Inſtead of this pure and noble faith of us Pro- 
teſtants, to have us all enſlaved to ſuch a one as is 
that of Rome, would be an evil fo abominable 
in the eyes of God, - and pernicious to men, that 
though neither fortune, ſafety, nor civil liberty 
were endangered by it, we are bound by every 
honeſt means, to reſtrain and guard againſt the 
one, and to ſecure and promote the other. And 
let no one think I have been wandering from my 
ſubject; no: many of our people are ſo ignorant 
of their own religion, all of them growing ſo care- 
leſs about it; our infidels do ſo hate and abuſe it 
for its ſuperior purity and truth; and ſome, s | 
they call themſelves, of our fellow Proteſtants, do 

ing it even as worſe 


7 ” Bm _ XI X-F eee 


CY 3 


in ſome meaſure, to open theſe matters to the rea. 
der, that he might know the value of the thing 
we are contending about. 

But it is the opinion of Lord Taaffe, and the 
deſign of his book, to make us believe, that our 
Government is not at all endangered by the prin- 
ciples of the Church of Rome; nay, that they are 
moſt ſafe and advantageous to it, and that we 
have much injured both thera and our country by 
our wrong and unreaſonable fears of them: let 
us then examine this matter, 

That the reſtraints which we have laid upon 
the Papiſts muſt be, in ſome meaſure, detrimental 
to the public, cannot be denied: they muſt cramp 
the induſtry of theſe people, and hinder the im- 
provement and wealth of our country; but they 
have not done fo in the tragical manner which his 
Lordſhip ſets forth. The great evil of Paſturage 
is not ſo much owing to our laws againſt Popery, 
as to the lazy and unſkilful way in which our little 
Farmers managed their lands: they ruined the 
ground, could not give the ſame high rents, nor 
pay them ſo well as the Graziers; and this threw 


ſuch a temptation in the way of the Landlords, as 


few of them were able to reſiſt. But that Ireland 
hath not ſuffered ſo much as this Nobleman be- 
lieves, in the loſs of our people, is manifeſt from 
hence, that theſe are increaſed todouble their num- 
ber ſince the revolution; and the houſes are now 
by 29000 more than they were but twelve years 
ago; though we furniſhed near 160000 men to 
the laſt war. And here it is fit to declare, that 
this evil is every day certain to decreaſe: the 

B the 
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Linen Manuſactury is ſpreading into all parts of 
our country, and as it ſpreads, produces ſmall 
farms, and a comfortable maintenance to the peo- 
ple; for by enabling them to pay good rents, it 
hath drawn many of our landed men to ſet in this 
manner, and is growing, to my knowledge, more 
and more into practice every day. 

But how prejudicial ſoever theſe reſtraints, it is 
right, his Lordſhip acknowledges it to be fo; to 
lay them on, if we cannot be ſecure without them. 
Had he only aſſerted, that the Papiſts might with 
ſome ſafety be truſted by our Government, I had 
not oppoſed him; but to repreſent their principles 
as moſt ſafe and profitable to it, this is not to be 
borne with. His words are, In Queen Anne g reyn 
it was preſſed on the beads and hearts of our Prote- 
flant fellow ſubjefts, that mn faith was to be repoſed 
in the peaceable cindut, or avowed principles, of 
the Iriſh Cathdlics ; that the latent and real priv 
Eiples of theſe people juſtified perjury in religion, and 


defiruftion of every cruil government wherein they b 


nat the lead. Indeed the accuſations upon this bead 
bave been numberleſs ; valumes of printed bocks are 
which no party of mankind are abſolutely exempted) 
bath been charged upon the Catholic religion, as ile 
womb of all. — All this hath been advanced, and i 
advanced perſeverantly to this day and would 1 
God it were from fimple ignorance, for that is m- 
claimable, and nat from an averſion to knowledge in 
theſe inflances ; particularly where knowledge proves 
ſhocking t9 aur prejudices. There is too much bit- 
terneſs in this paſſage: as 

ſhew 
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ſhewed more of that moderation which he would 
make us believe, of which he aſcribes to his party. 
It is, 1 ſuppoſe, meant of our Clergy, whom no 
body now thinks it any harm to abuſe; but it in- 
cludes the Laity, and our whole Legiſlature along 
with them. Page 15, he obſerves, © Catholics 
« may undoubtedly become rebellious to Pro- 
« teſtant princes, they have at times been rebel- 
« hous to Catholic princes ; but their religion 
« forbids ſuch iniquity, under the ſevereſt penal- 
ties. So that it ſeems it is altogether a ca- 
« lumny, and a wilful calumny too, that we 
charge the Popiſh religion with any principles 
dangerous to a Proteſtant Government ; for they 
are moſt friendly to it: this then muſt be exa- 
mined. 

But here, I declare that I am not at all pleaſed 
witk the work I am undertaking: it is invidious 
in itſelf, and hateful to me. It is contrary to my 
temper and religious principles, to argue for any 
thing that can border upon ſeverity, againſt any 
religion; and nothing but my ardent zeal for that 
never to be ſufficiently valued Chriftianity, which 
our Church teaches, and which is likely to be un- 
done by the eager and perſevering attacks of its 
reſtleſs enemies, and the indifference or neglect of 
its indolent friends, could have drawn me into it : 
and I cannot help venting ſome of my ſpleen a- 
gainſt my brethren the clergy, whoſe lazy neglect 
of this matter, hath at laſt thrown it into ſuch 
hands as mine. | 

It is owned by his Lordſhip, that numberleſs 
volumes have charged the Papiſts with the moſt 
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horrid principles ; but have they, or have they 
not, proved their point? If he had read them, 
he could not ſay that they had not proved it: he 
indeed hints for their excuſe, that people of every 
have fallen into the ſame wicked ex- 
ceſſes; but this is not a juſt repreſentation of the 
caſe ; we are not now enquiring what men have 
profligately done, but what their principles have 
lead to: and this is a matter with which his Lord. 
ſhip hath hardly at all medled. He faith, p. 15, 
In vain will it be to tell us that fome Popes and 
Some Caſuiſts have run counter to this dhætrine; [he 
means of obedience to heretical governments] f 
they have done fo, the fact will only prove, that fuch 
Popes and ſuch Caſuifls have followed the Leſbian 
rule, niſtakingly bringing in their holy religion to coun- 
tenauce their worldly policy, inflead of reconciling that 
policy with their religion. —[It is a ſpecies of civil ſu- 
perſtition to view ſuch occaſional deviations in any 
other light, or think otherwiſe on this head. —It ib 
ſuch a croil ſuperſtition as the Proteſtant States of 
Germany have long ſince got rid of, and cannot be 
continued in Ireland without the manifeſt diſaduan- 
tages it muſt ever bring along with it. And it 
is again repeated, that the Catbolic religion forbids, 
under the ſevereſt penalties, public rebellions or pri- 
rate treacheries : and it is denied that the Powder 
Plot im England, or the Maſſacre in Ireland, make 

any thins againſt this, 
But I am not ſatisfied with this palliating, nor 
can any conſiderate perſon be ſo: the thing here 
ſo ſoftly acknowledged, that ſome Popes, ſome 
Cafuiſts, have taught doctrines contrary to this, 
| 18 
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is of vaſtly greater importance than the thing is 
here made; and here too is no anſwer at all given 
to it, but that the quietneſs and obedience of the 
German and Iriſh Papiſts, ſhews that ſuch prin- 
ciples do not belong to their religion. But ſup- 
poſe this quiet hath not proceeded from a convic- 
tion of the right of the thing, but from force! 
if this be the caſe, their quiet will be no argu- 
ment for him. 

It is of the laſt importance, that ſome Popes 
and Caſuiſts have given ground for theſe accuſa- 
tions: For if his Holineſs ſhall declare, that we 
Heretics have no right to any allegiance from Ca- 
tholics, if he ſhall excommunicate our King and 
us, abſolve all of his religion from their oaths and 
obligations to us, and declare them bound in con- 
ſcience to oppoſe and deſtroy us; what will the 
Catholic do here? It is plain, that if he be one 
of thoſe who believe the Pope to be infallible, he 
muſt, under the penalty of everlaſting damna- 
tion, riſe againſt and overturn our Government, 
if he can. And ate there none in his Church who 
believe the Pope to be infallible? He cannot ſay 
ſo; he cannot but know, that moſt of the Italians, 
all the Jeſuits, and conſequently all thoſe who are 
under their influence, moit or all of their religious 
orders, and a great part of their Clergy, among 
which thoſe of lreland and England are to be rec- 
koned, are of this opinion: and if | be not much 
miſtaken, this is the moſt prevailing among the 
Doctors of their Church. Here then is there dan- 
ger, and with a witneſs to all Proteſtants; and 
this by the very foundation of their faith. 


Nor 


[14 ] 

Nor is the danger annihilated by their denying 
the Pope's infallibility : all Roman Catholics own 
that the Biſhop of Rome is Chriſt's vicar, and the 
head of his Church upon earth; that to be juſtly 
ſeparated from him, is to be cut off from ſalva- 
tion ; and that he is therefore to be obeyed, whe- 
ther he be infallible or not. Suppoſe then that his 
Holineſs ſhall excommunicate our King and us, 
and declare all his ſubjects diſcharged of their 
allegiance ; what ſhall the Papiſts do here! This, 
will Lord Taaffe ſay, is an uſurpation of the Court 
of Rome, which no body ought to obey : but we 
have ſeen that this cannot be thought ſo by the 
greater part of their Church, for they hold him 
infallible who cannot be deceived, nor decree 
wrong ; and indeed it can hardly be judged ſo by 
any of them. 

They cannot pretend to form ſuch a judgment, 
but by ſetting up their own opinion in direct op- 
polition to the declaration of their Church guides, 
and the head of their Church: but it is the very 
foundation of Popery, to give up their own ſenſe 
and reaſon to their teaching Church, and without 
pretending to examine or judge for themſelves, in 
any the plaineſt manner; and the acting contrary 
to this, is abuſed by all their teachers and writers 
as the moſt pernicius hereſy in us, and the fure 
parent of all that ever have aroſe in the world. 
And ſuppoſe too, that the Pope ſhall go to ſuch 
lengths as to excommunicate and anathematiſe il 
thoſe who ſhall obey or aſſiſt our Government, 
forbid all his clergy to officiate, to ſay Maſs, of 
grant abſclution, but at the point of death; = 
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will the Roman Catholic do here? Is it indeed to 
be expected that many of them will run the def. 
perate riſque of their ſalvation, of caſting off the 
authority, deſpiſing the cenſures, and contradict- 
ing the orders of the head of their Church, and 
living without Maſs or Sacraments? I think it is 
not to be expected; and | ſhould fear that even 
his Lordſhip's reſolution would be ſhaken by ſuch 
perilous circumſtances: for, although ſomething 


' ef this kind hath been done in their own church 
upon ſuch occaſions, yet this was where the par- 
| ties cenſured were of their own religion, and could 


and did deny the charge of Hereſy ; which never 
can be the caſe with us. It is beyond doubt then, 
that the inſtance which his Lordſhip hath hinted 
at, hath overthrown the whole reaſoning of his 
book. 

But this is not the worſt of the matter, we have 
much more juſt cauſe for our fears of tnem: we 
are not to learn the nature of their religion from 
any private perſon, or prieſt or biſhop, or the 
clergy of a whole nation, but from the authentic 
declarations of their whole Church : which decla- 
ration, whoſoever oppoſes in any one point, he is 
with them accounted an Heretic. Now if we can 
be fure of any doctrine being with them an article 
of faith, it muit be when the thing hath been de- 
fined by a Council which they reckon general, 
when this Council hath had the approbation of 
the Pope, when it hath been received by a general 
conſent among them, and the practice of their 
church hath been built upon it for a ſeries of 
years; et rs the Popes 

power 
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power to excommunicate and depoſe heretical 
princes, to abiolve their ſubjects from their oaths 
of allegiance, to oblige them to fight againſt them, 
and to give away their dominions to any Catholic 
who will ſeize them, been eſtabliſhed. 

I have now Dupin's Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory open 
before me, and I find, in the 4th Council of La. 
teran, acknowledged even by him as well as all 
the reſt of their Church to be a general one, 
who was not over favourable to the Papal court ot 
power, the 3d Canon to run in theſe words : The 
Council excommunieates and anatbematiſes all Heretic, 
and orders that they ſhall, afier their condemmatin, 
be delivered up to the ſecular power to be puniſbed. 
That the Lords ſhall be admoniſhed and obliged by 
ecclefiaſtical cenſures, to extirpate Heretics and eum. 


Catbolics who ſball, by force of arms, 

extirpate Heretics, as to thoſe who go to the Bly 

Land againſt the Infidels. 

| This is the declaration and definition of the a 

general Council of Lateran, held under Innocent 

the third, in the year 1215, which I need make 
no 
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no obſervations upon it. And this doctrine, ſo far 
from being retracted, hath been confirmed either 
tacitly or expreſly by every general Council which 
was ſubſequent to it. 

In the Council of Lyons, in 1245, a — 
one with them, this doctrine is declared and put 
in practiee by the Pope's publicly excommunica- 
ting in it the emperor Frederick ; and this with- 
out any the leaſt oppoſition from the Council, 
whoſe infallible direction of the Holy Spirit muſt, 
to be ſure, have cauſed them to have contradicted 
him if the thing were wrong. And herein the 
Pope declares this Prince deprived of the empire, 
and all his eſtates and dignities, all his ſubjects 
diſcharged from their oaths of allegiance, and for- 
bids them, under the pain of excommunication, 
ipſo facto, to acknowledge him for their Emperor 
or King. We find in the general Council of 
Vienna, held in the year 1311, which was called 
by the French King, Philip the Fair, on purpoſe 
Pope Boniface the 
in practice againſt himſelf, 
that neither of theſe things could be obtained, 
though the Council was held in his own 2 
nions, under his own eye; and he was the maker 
and patron of the Pope who called it, and the 
moſt powerful monarch of his time. And we 
find, that there never was a condemnation 
upon this doctrine in any one of their many ge 
neral Councils that were held afterwards; 
it was ſo notoriouſly the belief tht and penfiee of 
their leſſer inſtances, we 
have four emperors of Germany ſerved in this 
C manner, 


( 18 ] 

manner, Henry IV. Henry V. Otho, and Frede. 
rick ; and whole nations thereby deſolated, by all 
the ſlaughters and ravages of the moſt cruel wars, 
and for ſevera] centuries together. Notwithſtanding 
all this, we find no condemnation ever to have 
paſſed upon this doctrine, no not in Conſtance or 
Trent; the former of which was called by Chriſ. 
tian Princes; in oppoſition to the Papal power, 
and declared itſelf ſuperior to it; and the latter 
ſat even in the times when the reformation had 
made great progreſs, and muſt therefore have 
rendered the Papiſts more wary. 

In fine, then, this laviſh, deſtructive, damna- 
ble tenet, (abominable things deſerve abominable 
names) hath been ſo throughly eſtabliſhed in the 
Church of Rome, that none of that religion can 
deny it without running counter to all their own 
principles. and this is ſo manifeſt, that I could 
produce many teſtimonies of their own writers for 
it, but one great one ſhall ſerve the purpoſe. 
Cardinal Perran, in his ſpeech to the Afſembly of 
the States of France at Paris, in the year 1615, 
declares, That unleſs the Pope's power of depo- 
ſing princes be juſt, the Church of Rome had 
been for many ages the Kingdom of Antichriſt, 
and Synagogue of Satan: and this docti ine was 
there oſſented to by the Clergy and Nobles, and 


only denied by the third eſtate of the people, who 
were for this ſeverely abuſed by the Pope: and 
from what | have already proved, it is manifeſt 
that he was in the right. 

Poſſibly it may be faid in anſwer to this, that 
the Pope hath not excommunicated our E. 


119 J 
but if we were to depend upon this, miſerable 
would our caſe be indeed; becauſe, if we were in 
his power, it would be a moſt palpable breach of 
duty in him to neglect to excommunicate us. 
But though this be not done publicly, (it is not 
now ſafe for him to attempt it, an Engliſh fleet 


might make him repent his raſhneſs) yet it is eve- 


ry year as effectually, though privately, done. 

I have now lying before me his Bulle in Cena 
Domini, which he every year pronounces upon 
Maunday Thurſday ; and here follows ſome ex- 
tracts from it, it is too long to give it all. Article 
1ſt. We excommunicate and anathematiſe in 
the name of God Almighty, Father Son and Holy 
« Ghoſt, and by the authority of the bleſſed 
« Apoſtles, Peter and Paul, and by our own au- 
* thority, all—Heretics, by whatſoever name they 
« are called; as alſo all that believe them, their re- 
* ceivers, favourers, and in general all their de- 
« fenders; and all thoſe who, without authority 
* from us or the Apoſtolic See, knowingly read 
their books containing hereſy or treating of reli- 
gion: as alſo all Schiſmatics, and thoſe who ob- 
* ſtinately withdraw themſelves from our obedi- 
* ence. Article 12th. All are, excommunicated 
and anathematized who ſtrike, take, impriſon, 
or detain any Cardinals, Biſhops, Legates or 
«* Nuncios of the Church of Rome; or thoſe who 


_ © drive them out of their dominions, or command 


* or allow ſuch things to be done, or who give 


L aid, counſel or favour to them who do fo. In 


the 13th article, the ſame is done to all who 


* hinder appeals to Rome, or who, under pre- 


tence 
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<« tence of appeal, refuſe to obey the Pope's de- 
ciſion in any manner. And article 22d, It is 
* ordained that no one may be abſolved from 
© theſe cenſures, but by the Pope himſelf, unleſs 
sat the point of Death.” 

All this, and much more, is there declared; 
and therefore, my unfortunate Catholic reader, 
thou art, I am afraid, already excommunicated 
and curled by the head of thy Church, for looking 
into my book; but certain it is that Lord Taaffe 
is ſo for writing his, and inculcating obedience and 
aſſiſtance to a Proteſtant Government, which is 
guilty of every action and opinion condemned in 
this Bull : ſo that if the head of his Church be not 
moſt horribly miſtaken, and his council of Cardi- 
nals, and all the grand Caſuiſts attending the court 
of Rome; and if theſe do not all moſt falſely and 
wickedly condemn ſuch a number of people 
every year, our poor old Nobleman muſt be damn- 
for his pains, unleſs he will give us the ſlip, and 
recant his performance before he dies, and receive 
abſolution for it. 

But it will doubtleſs be pleaded, that what the 
Pope doth clave errante, that is, by an unjuſt judg- 
ment, will ſignify nothing, the perſon will not re- 
ally be excommunicated by it; and in theſe un 
ſtances the Pope hath been, and may be, oppoſed; 
as was the caſe in France in the end of the laſt 
century : for when the Pope threatned to excom- 
municate Lewis XIV. the Parliament of Paris, in 
1637, reſiſted him; and the clergy of France did 
before declare, that the Pope had no right to do 


ſo. But this caſe doth not at all reach ours: no 
Romaniſt 
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Romaniſt can entertain a doubt of our being all 
Heretics and Schiſmatics, and therefore the Pope's 


. excommunication of us, and the decree of the 4th 


general Council of Lateran, doth moſt certainly 
include our Covernors; and we are therefore to 
be extirpated whenever the Catholics ſhall have ic 
in their powers. But this was not the caſe of the 
French King. His diſpute with his Holineſs was, 
whether he had any indirect power in temporala, 
ſo as to refuſe his Bulls for the conſecrating thoſe 
Biſhops who were nominated by this King; and 
whether the French Embaſladors in Rome ſhould 
ſtill enjoy ſome privileges, which they had of a 
long time there poſſeſſed : but all herefy is denied 
of this King, and certainly with the greateſt 
truth. For he was fo true a fon of their Church, 
that he revoked the privilege of their religion 
ganted to the Proteſtants by the edict of Nantz, 
and perſecuted them with ſuch cruelty, as to drive 
handreds of thouſands out of his dominions. This 
is a true repreſentation of the caſe, as I find by 
the Clergv's declaration in 1682, and in Mr, 
Talon's ſpeech to the Parliament in 1687, and in 
Mr. Achilles de Harlay's appcal to a future gene- 
ral Council. 

This plea, therefore, without inſiſting upon 


for himſelf, and oppoſe the head of 
his Church, is of no uſe at all to us Proteſtants. 
And, to add to our danger, I hate found that 
Pius V. who hath been ſince ſainted, and there- 
fore, we muſt ſuppoſe, taught true doctrine, did 
in the beginning of the laſt century declare, that 


we 
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we had no right to government, laws or obedĩence 


from any Catholic; and in the year 1745, be- 
fore the breaking out of the laſt Rebellion, the 
fame declaration was made by the then Pope. 
And I find that the Popes have taken upon them, 
in ſo many inſtances, to diſpenſe with oaths, that 
it is hardly poſſible for Satan himſelf to act a more 
wicked part than they have done, if this privi- 
lege do not really belong to them®. I find, that every 
one of their Biſhops is obliged at his conſecration 
to ſwear, that he will be obedient to the Holy See, 
defend the royaltics of St. Peter, and do his ut- 
molt to extirpate Hereſy out of his Diocele j; 


Quere, 


® I ſtall mention an example or two of this kind. Francis 
I. King of France, took kis oath to Charles of Spain, that he 
wc-ald either fulfil his treaty or return back priſoner to Spain; 
but the Pope diſpenſed with this oath. In the year 1556, a 
Truce was concluded and ſworn to between France and Spain; 
but the Pope made the French King quickly after break it, 
and abſolved him from his oath. In Geddes's tracts, vol. 1. 
p. 39 and 43, the Emperor Charles V. was bound by an oath, 


that he would upon no pretence whatſoever, baniſh the 


Moriſcoes out of Spain, nor compel them to be baptiſed againſt 
their wills, neither directly or indirectly ever deſire to be di- 
penſed with, as to this oath, nor accept ſuch if offered to him; 
and that if he did, all that was done by him ſhould be null 
and void; and yet all this was di-penſed with by Clement Vll 
in the year 1524. 

| I A. B. Biſhop or Abbot, ſhall be faithful to St. Peter and 
the holy Church of Rome, and to the Pope and his ſucceſſors. 
The of Rome, the rules of the holy Fathers, and royal- 
ties of St Peter, I ſhall help and maintain, and defend againt 
all men. The rights, honours and privileges of the Pope and 
ſucceſſors, I ſhall cauſe to be conſerved, defended and augment- 
cd. The rules of the holy Fathers, the decrees, ordinances 
and commands apoſtolical, I ſhall keep and cauſe to be kept 
by others. Heretics, Schiſmatics and rebels to our holy Facher 
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(quere, whether the Popiſh Biſhop which was late · 
ly ſent over to Canada was ſuffered to take this 
oath ?) and that all the regular Clergy, that is, all 
their Monks aad Friars of every order, take an 
oath of unlimited obedience to their ſuperiors ; and 
all theſe ſuperiors are well known to be under 
the abſolute dominion of the Pope. 

Upon the whole, then, the principles of the 
Church of Rome are utterly deſtructive of all 
ſafety to a Proteſtant ment, and there can- 
not be a worſe grounded, a more falſe aſſertion, 
than that they are or can be at all ſafe or profita- 
ble to us as ſuch; and that it is out of ignorance, 
or ſome worſe motive, that we aſcribe ſuch prin- 
ciples to them. How often hath the Pope, in 
countries and times wholly Popiſh, diſpenſed with 
oaths and all bonds of allegiance, and thereby dy- 
ed a nation in its own blood; and what then have 
Heretics to expect ? 

Lord Taaffe, indeed, thinks it an undeniable 
argument againſt this, that the German and Iriſh - 
Papiſts have for ſo long a time paſt proved obedi- 
ent and quiet under Proteſtant Governments : 
but I have abundantly ſhewn that this cannot pro- 
ceed from their religion, but from ſome other 
cauſe; and it is eaſy to fee what it is. It hath 
not been in their power to overturn theſe ſtates, 
and they would have but ruined themſelves in 
making the attempt. His Lordſhip endeavours 
to ſet the behaviour of the Iriſh Catholics, in the 

reign 
and his ſucceſſors, I ſhall reſiſt and perſecute to my power. 


So help me God and his holy Evangeliſta. Burnct's hiſt. of the 
Reformat. Vol. 1. p. 92, 93. 
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reign of William III. in a moſt favourable light; 
but I cannot give them ſo much, nur indeed any 
honour upon this account: they had been juſt 
now conquered by the power of the Engliſh and 
Iriſh Proteſtants, conquered when they had a 
King of their own at their head, the government, 
the laws, the arms, the national purſe, and all the 
fortified tuwns in this kingdom, except Derry and 
Enniſkillen, in their hands; together with a very 
numerous and well diſciplined army of their own, 
and a large body of veteran French troops to a. 
fiſt them; and yet were conquered with all theſe 
advantages. And would it indeed have been pru- 
dent, nay would it not have been madneſs in 
them to rebel, when all theſe advantages were 
turned againſt them, and were got on the Pro. 
teſtant ſide? And when too they had fo recently 
ſmarted for their former fooliſh and profligate 
conduct? It is not then to be wondered, that 
they continued quiet at that time, and the ſame 
reaſons have ever ſince ſubſiſted to make them ſtill 
quiet. In theſe circumſtances, the ſpirit of their 
religion is reſtrained by the impracticability of the 
attempt; and when it is fo, it is not their buſineſs, 

nor their practice either, whoſe religion is moſt 
politic, to inſiſt upon theſe doctrines, but to co- 
ver them up and hide them as carefully as they 
can, even from their own people. And it is not 
only in this, but in many other inſtances, that 1 
have known their people to be ignorant of their 
religion, and to be kept in it by this very igno- 
rance. 


We 
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We muſt not then expect to ſee Popery in its 
proper colours whilſt it remains in ſuch an op- 
preſſed, diſguiſed condition; but if we have a 
mind to find out what it really is, we muſt take a 
view of it, where it hath the power in its own 
hands, and can act conformably to its true na- 
ture: but as ſoon as we do this, what a horrid 
ſcene is opened to our view, even in our own 
country, where no inquiſition was ever eſtabliſh- 
ed. Lord Taaffe was wiſe in reſtraining our re- 
troſpect to the time ſince the revolution; it is our 
buſineſs, for the finding out the truth, to carry it 
farther back : and to do this but for two or three 
years before this time, we find our Iriſh Papiſts 
guilty of ſuch falſhood and cruelty, as do thorough- 
ly anſwer to the deteſtable character of their reli- 
gion already given. From the beginning of 
James the ſecond's reign to his expulſion from this 
country, it was one continued endeavour to ruin 
the Proteſtants, and no matter how baſe the 
means were: for, not ſatisfied with all other arts 
to deſtroy them, they not only diſſolved the Act 
of Settlement, whereby they moſt unjuſtly dif. 
poſſeſſed a vaſt number of innocent and deſerving 
Proteſtants of their eſtates and fortunes, but at the 
laſt to complete their ruin, they paſſed an act of 
parliament to attaint, &c. for life, fortune, and 
even inheritance, 2600 perſons in this little coun- 
try ; all of them without trial, notice, or any cauſe 
proved againſt them: and this act kept ſecret, 
till the time of pardon was elapſed, and it was out 
of the king's power, if inclined to it, to ſhew 
mercy to any one of them. And this was done 

D by 
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by them, when their abdicated King's reſtoration 
mult be ſo deeply affected by this cruel behavi- 
our to us; and when this King had, by a previ- 
ous declaration, made his treatment of his Iriſh 
Proteſtants the criterion by which he wiſhed all 
others to judge of him and his religion. In this 
have we an inſtance of ſuch effrontery, falſhood, 
and cruelty, as I cannot recollect to be matched 
in all hiſtory. 

Moſt abominably criminal therefore, was the 
behaviour of our Iriſh Papiſts juſt before that 
æra to which his Lordſhip would confine our 
views; and I muſt fay, that I do not think their 
character ſo clear in the late rifings of the White · 
boys. Lord Taaffe refers us to a pamphlet then 
to be publiſhed, for their vindication; and I am 
very ſorry that he hath done ſo, for this will 
oblige me to ſpeak things that I wiſh not to think 
or believe of any man. I muſt then tell the reader, 
that theſe White-boys are extremely obliged to 
our former Governors ; for, till within theſe two 
years, they did every thing in their power not to 
expoſe and puniſh, but to cover up and paſs over 
their treaſon. I know that Lord Drogheda, who 
was firſt ſent down to quell them, did believe that 
a Rebellion was at that time intended by them; 
and, if I am not wrongly informed, did aſſert this 
for fact in the Houſe of Lords the laſt Seſſion of 
Parliament: this alſo was the opinion of General 
Montague, who ſucceeded him in this command. 
And how can any man, indeed, believe otherwiſe 
of it, who knows that they had at firſt a camp 


upon the Galtee mountains, where no horſe 


could 
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could come at them; that they were regularly 
paid, carefully trained by one Bourke, their ad- 
jutant General, an experienced foreign officer, 
and kept to ſuch a ſeverity of diſcipline, that ſome 
of them died of the whippings which they received 
for breach of duty, 

And in the proceedings againſt them laſt year, 
there was ſuch fairneſs ſhewed them in all things, 
and ſuch full and agreeing proof given of their 
treaſon by a variety of witneſſes, as ſatisfied every 
perſon capable of conviction, that they were re- 
ally guilty. It is true that an alibi was attempt- 
ed to be proved in ſome caſes, and that they did 
at their deaths ſolemnly deny the facts; but how- 
ever unwilling, I muſt inform the reader, that in 
a caſe of this kind there is no depending upon 
what they ſhall ſay : the aſſertion is horrid, and 
] am ſhocked whilſt I am making it; but as the 
characters of theſe worthy men are concerned in 
it who puſhed on the proſecution, nay, and the 
fafety of our religion and liberties, which may 


all be overturned if ſuch attempts as theſe are 


ſuffered to be ſo eaſily got over; it would be 
weak, it would be wrong in me to be aſhamed of 
charging them with what they are not aſhamed to 
they have an opportunity. I ſay then, that there 
s ſuch Caſuiſtry taught by one of their orders, 
namely, the Jeſuits, that there is no credit to be 
given to what they ſhall ſay in a matter of this 


Jeſuits, there is no one acquainted with the 
| Gftrine and practice of their Church, as to abſo- 


” lutions, 
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lutions, but muſt know that I am favourable to 
them. | 

I find in the hiſtory of the Gunpowder Plot, 
hatched in the year 1605, that the ſame ſpirit 
which made them think it meritorious, to deſtroy 
at one blow, our King, the Royal Family, our 
Lords and Commons, and all the others then at- 
tending upon them, in which alſo were ſome of 
their own people, made ſeveral of them who 
were concerned in it to deny facts with the moſt 
horrid oaths and imprecations; when their facts 
were afterwards fully proved upon them, and ac- 
knowledged by themſelves *®. When Garnet, the 
Provincial of the Jeſuits, was examined before the 


Lords, whether he had any conference with Hall, 


he denied it upon his ſoul, and with ſuch horrid 
execrations as wounded the ears and hearts of all 
that heard him; and upon Hall's conſeſſing it, 
he excuſed himſelf by the benefit of equivocation: 
and the Roman Jeſuit Eudzmon Johannes vindi- 
cates him in it, and faith, that it is lawful for 2 
man to ſwear and take the ſacrament upon it, 
when he knows that what he ſaith is abſolutely 
falſe, provided he helps himſelf by a mental re- 
ſervation. And Treiham, a little before his 
death, in the Tower, ſubſcribed with his own 
hand, that he had not ſeen Garnet for fixteen 
years paſt; when it was afterwards clearly proved 
that they had been together but the ſummer be- 
fore. Theſe matters might be demonſtrated by 
numberleſs quotations to be found in Proteſtant 
writers ; but 1 ſhall confine myſelf to one, though 

Monſieur 
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Monſieur Paſcal's might be added, to his teſtimo- 
ny, who was himſelf a Catholic. 

In the parallel of the doctrine of the Pagans 
and the Jeſuits, chap. 8th, upon the love of our 
neighbour, I find that we may, according to ſeve- 
ral Jeſuits, wiſh harm to our neighbour upon ſe- 
veral accounts; the mother may wiſh the death 
of her daughter, and the fon of the father, and 
this without fin, provided the thing be done not 
ſo much for hurt to them as good to ourſelves. 
Nay, this writer ſhews farther, that a child may 
kill his father when unjuſtly attacked by him, 
monks their ſuperiors, and vaſſals their princes ; 
and this not only to defend their lives or goods, 
but even their reputations and honours alſo : and 
theſe Caſuiſts give this privilege more eſpecia'ly 
to their clergy, for the preventing their defama- 
tion. And theſe things he proves from the 
books of theſe eminent Jeſus, Bauni, Tambou- 
rin, Bonacina, Dicaſtellus, Leſſius, Malina, Eſea- 
bar, Lamy and Lanquet. Now, if all theſe greater 
evils may be done upon ſuch a leſſer motive of 
good as theſe inſtances contain, how much more 
may a man tell a little lie, which with many of 
them is counted but a venial fin, when the ſaſety, 
honour and benefit of Holy Mother the Church, 
and of more than a million of good Catholics, re- 
quire this from the man. 

But in the next chapter of oaths, this author 
proves ſtill more upon them: for he therein ſhews, 
that a promiſe, a vow, or an oath, may, acco:ding 
to them, be broke through without fin, if the 
man did not at the time intend to bind himſelf, if 

he 
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he now doubts whether he had ſuch an intention, 
or tnaugh in both it was the caſe, if he hath noe 
the will to perform it. That a man may, by a 
double entendre in an oath, make others believe 
a falſhood without perjuring himſelf, and be only 
guilty of a venial lie: 66d hat te mop deat 
that he hath not done a thing, which in reality he 
hath done, meaning ſome other thing in his own 
breaſt ; and may confirm this falſe affirmation with 
an oath, provided it be accompanied with a clever 
equivocation. And theſe things he proves from 
Belliucius, the Pope's penitentiary, Tambourin, 
Valencia, Sanches, Stoz, Leſhus, and Carnedi, a 
Liſbon Jeſuit, qualificator of the inquiſition in 
Spain and Portugal, whoſe book was publiſhed ſo 
late as the year 1719, and with the approbation 
of the Society. And he ſhews farther from theſe 
authors, how a man may ſeem to ſwear when 
he doth not ſwear, and remain ſafe from perju- 
ry, when he makes others believe that he hath 
ſworn. A 

Now it is plain, if any of theſe men, who 
ſuffered or gave a teſtimony of the perſons being 
in another place at the time, ſhould have a Jeſuit 
director of his conſcience, or any of his principles, 
that then he may ſafely deny the fact, and falſify 
the truth, and ſhall be innocent, nay virtuous, in 
doing fo, when his religion was ſo deeply intereſt- 
ed as was the caſe here; and that therefore we 
cannot lay any weight upon their moſt ſolemn 


declarations, in the matter we are now arguing 
As 
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As to the German Papiſts, I muſt fay the ſame 
for them as for thoſe of this country ; it cannot be 
their religion, but ſome other cauſe, that keeps 
them quiet and obedient in their Proteſtant Go- 
rernments. We of Ireland, however, are not too 
careleſsly to follow their examples; for there is a 
peculiarity in our circumſtances, which makes it 
moſt unfafe for us to argue from their to our own 
caſe; our Papiſts have, by ſeveral rebellions, for- 
ſeited the greateſt part of the Land in this king - 
dom; the titles to theſe lands are till carefully 
preſerved by their deſcendants ; and a great many 
of theſe, by a ſtrange kind of policy, bred up to 
arms in our neighbouring nations, ever eager and 
ready to ſeize any opportunity of recovering them. 
And we have been forced, beſides this, for the pre- 
ſervation of our liberties and religion, to drive 
from our throne a Popiſh King and his family, 
who muſt, upon this account, be judged almoſt 
martyrs for their principles; and be therefore the 
more earneſtly loved and ſerved by them. Theſe 
dangerous than any others of their Church, and 
therefore a greater caution and reſtraint neceſſary 
on our parts. 

But it is urged by his Lordſhip, that we have 
broken the public faith given to the Papiſts by the 
capitulation of Limerick : this is indeed a mate- 
rial point, but one that | am not able to ſpeak to. 
The knowledge of an able Lawyer would here be 


| neceflary ; but this I am totally deſtitute of. I 


will, however, deliver my opinion, and if not 
wich the ability of a knowing, yet at leaſt with 
the 


BB SV 


the integrity of an honeſt man. And here 1 do 
declare, that no fears however juſt, no danger of 
Popery however great, nothing but an actual 
rebellion raiſed on their ſide, can vindicate us in 
breaking through any part of it : and although the 
firſt article of it, which allows a liberty of religion 
to them, ſeems to hint that the King's power 
might not be ſufficient for ſuch a grant; yet will 
I derive nothing from ſuch a plea, becauſe I am 
not ſure that it is juſt. 

The words of the firſt civil article are, © It is 
a agreed that the Roman Catholics of this king- 
« dom ſhall enjoy ſuch privileges in the exerciſe 
of their religion, as are conſiſtent with the laws 
of Ireland, or as they did enjoy in the reign of 
Charles the ſecond; and when a parliament 
<« ſhall be ſummoned, their Majeſties will endea- 
« your to procure them ſuch farther ſecurity in 
& this particular, as may preſerve them from any 
« diſturbance on account of their religion. Now, 
whether they are hereby entitled to have their 
hierarchy, and their monks and monaſteries among 
us, is more than I can tell; I ſuppoſe they are not, 
becauſe theſe were, I believe, before prohibited; 
and becauſe they could, by having their prieſts 
educated abroad, and without ſeminaries or mo- 
naſteries here, have all their religious 
ciently performed. And in this 1 ſuppoſe that [ 
have his Lordſhip's concurrence, becauſe he fo 
highly commends the integrity and moderation of 
Wil iam the third's reign, who yet paſſed ſeveral 
laws by which their Archbiſhops, Biſhops, Vicars 


general, and Monks of all kinds, ada 


offices ſuf. 
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from coming into this kingdom ; and ordered, 
when found in it, to be tranſported out of it, and 
condemned to death if they ſhould again return 
to it. | 
But in the ſtatute of the 2d of Anne, where- 
by not only the regulars, but the ſecular Popiſh 
clergy were prohibited ; this I look upon as a 
ſhameful breach of public faith, and cannot ſuffi- 
ciently wonder how Proteſtants would be guilty 


reaſon to complain of this law, becauſe it was ne- 
ver put in execution; they have had the full exer- 
ciſe of their religion ever ſince. It is however, 
a diſgrace to us, that any ſuch law was ever 


made, and we ought immediately to repeal it. 


And this, we are not only bound in juſtice, 
but in policy, to do. We give at preſent the 
moſt pernicious indulgence to the Iriſh Roman 
Catholics; we permit them to have, not only their 
Biſhops and pariſh Prieſts, but their Friars alſo : 
and among theſe, that moſt abominable of all 
their orders, the Jeſuits ; an order whoſe principle 
it is, that the Pope is infallible in all things, and 
therefore to be obeyed in all things; whoſe ſpirit 


| is moſt bitterly ſet againſt us, and more active, 


knowing, and turbulent, than that of all the others, 
and whoſe doctrines and practices are fo exceed- 
ingly bad, that they have been thought inſuffer- 
able by a great many of their own religion; and 
they have therefore been lately drove out of 
France, Spain and Portugal. We indulge our 
Papiſts in all this, and without any ſecurity at all 

E taken 


of it. The Romaniſts, however, have but little. 


1 1 


taken from them. It would be wiſe, 
in us, to give them ſome fort of a legal eſtabliſh- 
ment, to tie them down to ſuch reſtraints as 
ſhould be judged neceſſary for our ſafety, and to 
take ſuch ſecurity from them as the evalive. 
neſs of their religion would require and permit; 
and which, if his Lordſhip and all their late wri- 
ters be not extremely miſtaken, they are moſt 
deſirous, and will be moſt ready to give us: or if 
this be refuſed by them, we may then take, 
and ſhall be vindicated to the world in taking, 
any proper meaſures with them to ſecure our own 


As to the civil rights of the Iriſh Roman Catho- 
lics, I am to obſerve, that none but thoſe included 
in the articles of Limerick, a very ſmall parcel 
in reſpect to the reſt of of this kingdom, have 8 
right to any terms; but are left entirely to the 
mercy of our Legiſlators, as to all their eſtates and 
liberties : theſe, therefore, have no cauſe to com- 
Plain of any breach of covenant, for no covenant 
was made with them. But as to the few others, 
I proteſt I know not what to think of their caſe; 
I fear they have been ill uſed by us. The ad ar- 
ticle is, That they ſhall bold and enjoy all and cu 
ry their eftates of freehold and inheritance, and all their 
rights, tiths, intereſts, privileges and immunities 
which they beld or enjoyed, or were entitled to, in 
the reign of King Charles Il. I fear that theſe few 
among them who were entitled to the benefit of 
us: and if it be ſo, I muſt again repeat my op 

nion, 
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of the Popiſh religion, tet me fay ſomething in 


. 
non, that theſe laws, with regard th them, ſhould 
be immediately abrogated ; and we ought, in all 
juſtice, to reſtore them to that liberty which this 
treaty gives them. But I have not ſuch a know- 
ledge of the law, as to enable me to ſpeak with 
confidence of this matter, I find in the 7th of 
William III. ſeveral reſtraints laid upon the Pa- 
piſts of Ireland, with heavy penalties annexed : 
a prohibition of foreign education, and the perſon 
who ſent the child abroad, and the child himſelf, 
ſubjected to ſeveral diſabilities and loſſes; a pro- 
hibition alſo of Proteſtants marrying with Papiſts, 
and an act for taking away their horſes for five 
pounds; but thoſe entitled to the Limerick ar- 
were all done in the reign of William III. fo high-- 
ly commended by Lord Taaffe; and all theſe are, 
by Mr. Harris, in his folio life of this prince, de- 
clared to be no breaches of this treaty : © that I 


cannot take upon me to pronounce any thing with 


certainty of this matter. 
But now, having ſaid ſo much of the badneſs 


commendation of our countrymen who profeſs it; 
and this I can do with the greateſt truth. The 
Iriſh are naturally generous, brave, humane, com- 
paſſionate; and theſe good qualities are not leſſen- 
ed by their mixture with Engliſh blood. And al- 
though it be impoſlible to be of this religion with- 
out being zealouſly, and ſometimes bitterly affect- 
ed to it, ſeeing they believe themſelves to be the 
only true and ſaveable Chriſtians, and take not up 


E 2 | their 


1 
their. belief ſroſs realon, but from deep prejudice, 
and muſt thertfore ever prove dangerous to a 
Proteſtant. Gofernment : yet, as the bad princi- 
ples of their religion are now much - concealed 
from them, ard as their antipathy to us hath of 
late viſibly. leſſened, I think it probable, that they 
now may be treated with greater liberties, both in 
their religion and properties, than heretofore it 
hath been ſafe to give them; and that therefore it 
would be right in us to do ſo. As to the former 
of theſe, I fear that they will not wiſh for any al. 
teration in it ; they would chuſe to have their rel- 
gion go on as it is with them at preſent : but this 
ought to be an invariable rule with us, that we 
will have a ſecurity given to us anſwerable to the 

granted to them; and that, as theſe 
people are the moſt -under the influence of their 
clergy of any profeſſion upon earth, we do require 
from them ſuch oaths and declarations, and put 
them upon. ſuch a footing, as ſhall make it mo 
ſafe to our religion and government. What theſe 
conceſſions ſhould be on our part, what the ſecu- 
rities taken on theirs, I pretend not to fay; 1 
D 
mine to determine. 


I proteſt, that whet 1 have wrote hack proceed | 


ed from candour arid con viction, and not from 
prejudice or paſſion ; for although I love my own 
religion in the higheſt degree, yet have I no bitter- 
neſs at all againſt theirs, and much leſs the profeſſors 
of it. And I can aſſure the reader, that I have 
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would otherwiſe have flowed from my pen; and 
every learned man that reads this paper, will be 
ſenſible that I have done fo, thgt I could have 
much more againſt them, than what 
is to be found, in this pamphlet. And to convince 
our Papiſts as much as is poſſible, that this 
is real truth, I will cloſe all with this re- 
mark : 
That I think it certain we might, with ſafe- 
ty to ourſelves, grant them greater liberty z 
and when we may, it then becomes our du- 
ty to give it: becauſe, all unneceſſary reſtraints 
upon account of religion, are real perſecutions; 
and all perſecution is that which every Pro- 
teſtant, every Chriſtian, ought to abhor. 
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